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Cover Photo

“1904 Election”

During the 1904 presidential campaign, Glover’s Main Street was lined
with a row of oversized American flags. Attached to the bottom of
each flag was a banner with the names “Roosevelt/Fairbanks”. That
year Republican Theodore Roosevelt, the incumbent president, was
running with Charles Fairbanks from Indiana.

Vice President Roosevelt, of New York, had taken office in September
1901, after President William McKinley was assassinated. Three years
later Roosevelt was seeking a presidential term in his own right.

Roosevelt and Fairbanks were running against Democrat Alton Parker,
Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals, and vice presidential
nominee, Henry Davis, a senator from West Virginia. Roosevelt easily
defeated Parker, winning in every region of the country except the
South.

Vermont was, at the time, reliably Republican and went overwhelmingly
for Roosevelt, who got nearly 80% of the popular vote statewide. The
state delivered all four of its electoral votes to Roosevelt. Vermont
continued to vote for Republican presidential nominees until 1964,
when the state supported Democrat Lyndon Johnson for president.

Photo courtesy of the Glover Historical Society
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can benefit from our direct services as well as to educate and inform members
of the community about disability-related issues and independent living. Direct
services are available to residents of Glover in a number of ways. Peer counselors
work with residents in their homes or other locations; small grants for adaptive
equipment; Meals on Wheels for people with disabilities under the age of 60;
Home Access modifications; individual and systems advocacy and programs for
youth. Information, referral and assistance is available to all residents by calling
VCIL’s toll-free line 1-800-639-1522 (Voice and TTY).

VERMONT FAMILY NETWORK

The mission of the Vermont Family Network is to empower and support all
Vermont children, youth and families, especially those with disabilities or
special health needs. We do this by giving a strong start, lifting family voices
and advancing inclusive communities. We are proud to serve families with
expert information, referral and assistance services provided by family support
consultants. Vermont Family Network has provided families with a “one-
stop shop” to help them reach their full potential. In FY24 our family support
consultants served 1,370 Vermont families with one-on-one support. In addition,
we have a robust website with resources for families, bi-monthly webinars and
an annual conference attended by both parents and professionals.

VERMONT RURAL FIRE PROTECTION TASK FORCE

The Rural Fire Protection (RFP) program helps Vermont communities protect
lives, property, and natural resources by enhancing fire suppression resources.
We help local fire departments identify appropriate sites for dry hydrants
and other rural water supply systems, design installations, and find financial
resources to support the cost of construction. During the 27+ years of the
program, nearly 1,224 grants totaling over $2.9 million have been provided to
Vermont towns for installation of new rural fire protection systems, as well as
replacement and repairs. The RFP Grant Program offers state grant awards up
to $10,000 per project. New rural fire protection systems along with replacement,
repair, relocation, upgrades of existing RFP systems, drafting site development
and bridge mounted dry hydrants are eligible for grant funding on an ongoing
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Gather Ye Kindling While Ye May

By Loudon Young

What in hell are you doing down in the mud on your knees? If you are praying, I'll wait. But if
you are just inspecting your winter tires, let's settle that question right now so that | can have
your attention.

If you take your tires off now, it will snow a foot within twenty-four hours and furthermore
those tires won't make another winter anyway. So run them. And if they are as gone as mine
are, the less you look at them the better. But you surely aren’t going to buy a new set at this
late date, are you? So wipe off your knees because we have a real story to tell you this week.

In order to not think about the state budget or your income tax or the depression or the
general decay of the economy, I've decided to write about something of great importance.
You'll never guess what it is, so I'm going to tell you right off quick, so we can get on with it.
It's kindling!

Now kindling is not the name of a new TV game or a new federal or state agency. Instead it's
a very necessary part of burning wood. It must be dry, preferably soft wood, split quite fine
and available.

Now that “available” is the sticker; by this time of year your carefully guarded hoard of cedar
shingles or rails or whatever you stashed last fall is gone. How, short of tearing the clapboards
off the side of the house where the wind doesn't blow too bad, are you going to get anything
that's dry? Honest, folks, | don't know, but if you find something that works, tell your neighbor,
‘cause he's probably out, too.

If you're wondering why I've waited so long to talk about kindling, you apparently don't burn
wood or you'd know. Most of the time in the winter you have a little fire left in the morning
to start the next one with. But when the weather starts to warm up, if you fill that wood-
eating monster, it will drive you right the dickens out. So you gauge the fire a little and come
morning, it's dead out. So you need some kindling, don’t you?

Next example — people have a built-in thermostat. Now | don't know where it is, | just know
they have one. Figure out where yourself in the winter. When people get cool, they go and
fix their fire. Works as slick as can be. Come a warmer day and the sun shines, people don't
get cool so they don't fix their fire. The net result of this being that when they get cool, it's
too late and that doggoned fire is out. So you need some kindling, don't you? You sure do
and you don't have any anywhere, do you...?

Happy kindling hunting and thanks much again.

Loudon Young (1930-2004) was raised in West Glover, where he farmed, sugared, logged, did
odd jobs and watched the world go by with curiosity and amusement. For years, he wrote a
popular column in The Chronicle, featured on the back page. This article originally appeared
in The Chronicle in the 1970's.



